
NEWBERRY STATION HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
 
 
September 4, 2019 
 
I. Call to Order 
 
A. The meeting was called to order at 7:11 PM. 
 
B. Roster 
 
Board Attendees Brandon Farlander 
 Michael Miller 
 Mark Dalton 
 Susy M. Mikhail 
 Alana McCullough 
 
Management Fred Bell 
 
II. Approval Of Minutes 
 
Mr. Dalton moved to approve the minutes of the August 7, 2019 meeting; Mr. Farlander seconded.  
Approved unanimously. 
 
III. Committee Assignments 
 
Ms. Mikhail moved to re-establish the pool/clubhouse committee and name as members Sean Carey, 
Samuel Mikhail, and Benjamin Correa.  Mr. Miller seconded the motion, approved unanimously. 
 
Mr. Miller moved to ratify members of the AECC, to include Karen Miller, John Oktavic, Annette 
Dalton, and Samuel Mikhail.  Mr. Dalton seconded the motion, approved unanimously. 
 
Mr. Miller moved to reappoint himself and Lars Sweigart as members of the Landscaping Committee.  
Mr. Dalton seconded the motion, approved unanimously. 
 
IV. Community Contacts 
 
The Board tasked Mr. Bell to ask residents for their emails when the budget is mailed this December, to 
provide the Board with the ability to use email blasts to update residents on information of vital interest 
to the community. 
 
Ms. Mikhail volunteered to set up a gmail account for the Board. 
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III. Contracts 
 
A. Retaining Wall Contracts 
 
Mr. Miller and Mr. Farlander met with Michael Lambert from Fairfax County to thank him for working 
with us over the past decade to make County land available for the project and invite him to the 
dedication ceremony.   
 
As of the date of the Board meeting, the wall is still under construction.  
 
B. Association Website 
 
Ms. Mikhail met with Mr. Miller redesign the Association web site and solicited an offer to redesign it. 
The offer:  A T&M contract for $45 an hour; estimating 20 hours maximum for a new design.  Ms. 
Mikhail moved to accept the offer at a not to exceed ceiling price of $900; Mr. Miller seconded the 
offer.  The Board moved to table the motion until next budget year.  
 
C.  Landscaping 
 
At the request of the Landscaping Committee, Professional Ground, Inc., submitted an offer to 
landscape the slope behind the repaired retaining wall.  Scope of Work:  1. Provide and install 100 three 
gallon Juniper "Gold Lace" in two rows spaced six feet apart on the slope behind the retaining wall. 2.  
Provide and install 50 three gallon Pyrcanthon in one row spaced six feet apart within the back of the 
bed. No mulch would be installed; the contractor would instead use the mulch that had been placed by 
Ridge Construction.  Total contract amount: $10,258.90. 
 
The plants are necessary to protect the slope from erosion; the selected plants do not grow tall and will 
require no annual maintenance (no trimming, no further mulching, etc.). 
 
Several Board members were concerned that the Board should obtain competitive bids for such a pro-
ject; Mr. Miller opined that Professional Grounds has in the past been very competitive in its pricing and 
also has had outstanding past performance and has at no cost to the Board been very responsive in re-
placing plants that had failed to grow as expected.  For these reasons, Mr. Miller moved to approve the 
offer from Professional Grounds to be funded from Reserves as stands with the proviso that Mr. Bell try 
to negotiate a better price before award; Mr. Farlander seconded the motion; approved on a vote of three 
to two. 
 
At the request of the Landscaping Committee, Professional Ground, Inc., also submitted several offers to 
improve the County property adjacent to the immediate east of the fences of lots on Stationhouse Court 
and south of the current end of Ona Drive. Currently, that area is stony, with weeds growing in some 
patches; and eroding.  The area immediately south of Ona Drive features a dangerous, very steep, stony 
slope.  The path is lined on the County side by a wooden retaining wall installed on County property 
some decades ago by a prior Board; the slope above that wall is threatened by saplings and bushes that 
need trimming.   
 
The first proposal is to 1. Install Landscape Fabric (secured using sod staples) followed by 17 tons (ap-
proximate 2" depth) of #57 gravel from the start of retaining wall behind 8329 Stationhouse Court all the 
way down to the sidewalk on Ona Drive. Path would go the from fences to the wooden retaining wall 
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and would be approximately 235' long x 6 to 8' wide.  2.  Install 6 large flat stones to provide stepping 
stones up the hill.  Total Contract Amount: $7,193.92.  
 
The second proposal is to trim back saplings and brush behind retaining wall up to top of slope.  All de-
bris would be hauled offsite.  Total Contract Amount: $979.20. 
 
These proposals were tabled by the Board as appropriate only for a future budget year and dependent 
upon obtaining a permanent license from the County to generally maintain the County property. 
 
D.  Maintenance of Club House and Pool 
 
1.  Mr. Bell submitted a quote from Pope’s Air Conditioning for $800 per year for two inspections per 
year.  The Board tasked Mr. Bell to obtain quotes from other vendors. 
 
2.  Mr. Bell submitted a quote from Quality Janitorial Services an intial price of $400 to steam clean the 
carpet and also clean the bathrooms, dust services, and clean the windows; followed by $250 per service 
to do these tasks at quarterly intervals or three times a year.  The Board tasked Mr. Bell to obtain quotes 
from other vendors, including Sentry’s own staff. 
 
IV. Budget 
 
Mr. Miller requested that Mr. Bell tally the final price paid for the paving projects, given that the pricing 
was time and material with a ceiling price and provide that price to the Board for its next meeting.    
 
Mr. Bell is to submit a draft budget for 2020 at the October meeting. 
 
V. Inspections 
 
Mr. Bell reported that the inspections are complete and that violation notices will be sent by September 
13. 
 
VI. Executive Session and Closing 
 
A.  Mr. Dalton moved to enter Executive Session, Mr. Miller seconded.  Approved unanimously. 
 
B.  Mr. Dalton moved to close the meeting; Ms. Miller seconded.  Approved unanimously. 
 


